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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

PROJECT LOCATION
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Canal Street Triangle 

CANAL STREET TRIANGLE 

INTRODUCTION
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPT DESIGN: PUBLIC DESIGN COMMISSION 
DECEMBER 14, 2020 - TAKEAWAYS

•	 “Bosque” option is most successful and preferred 

•	 Add as many trees as possible, such as cherry 
trees

•	 Strengthen east-west circulation and 
connection

•	 Study alternatives for the kiosk that are more 
dynamic and allow for greater community 
engagement and collaboration

•	 Provide more details (e.g., materiality, siting 
and height) about the panels

•	 Work with a local organization such as MOCA 
to develop and manage the content on the 
panels

DESIGN DIRECTION Option 2: BOSQUE
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT: BOSQUE

Design Development:  BOSQUEExisting Condition
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT: BOSQUE

Existing gingko tree bosque 
with permeable bonded-
aggregate pavementProposed 

ornamental 
tree

Planted Canal Street buffer 
with additional gingko trees

1’ Raised curb
along plantings

Digital Information Kiosk
Radius: 8’-5” Ht: 6’ 

Catenary Lighting System w/ 
pole-mounted electric box

Flexible program 
area

Ped 
Signal w/ 

APS
(TYP.)

Walker Street

Canal Street

Ba
xte

r S
tre

et

6’-
6”

 M
IN

 
7’+

 TY
P.

5’-
2”

7’-
3”

2’

4’

4’-
10

”

CityBench w/ custom color 
finish (red)

3’
TYP.
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SUBWAY
SOHO

LITTLE ITALY
NOLITA
SOHO

COLUMBUS PARK
CIVIC CENTER

COLUMBUS PARK
CIVIC CENTER

MANHATTAN BRIDGE
LES

SUBWAY
SOHO

LITTLE ITALY
NOLITA
SOHO

COLUMBUS PARK
CIVIC CENTERCOLUMBUS PARK

CIVIC CENTER

MANHATTAN BRIDGE
LES

CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT: BOSQUE - CIRCULATION
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

SECTIONS

Structural soil
Undisturbed sub-grade Kiosk footing 

(piers to allow 
root growth)

High-quality 
topsoil (typ.)l

4” concrete w/ 
sawcut joints

Digital 
information 
kiosk; curved 
LED screen 
w/ touch 
and A/V 
capabilities

Compacted 
topsoil to 

prevent 
settling (typ.)

Planted area 
including 

ornamental 
cherry tree

CityBench w/ 
custom red 

seats

Walker Street Canal Street
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

SECTIONS

2” bonded-aggregate 
permeable pavement

3’ tree bed
Existing gingko tree Proposed 

gingko tree

String light

Mounded 
Canal 
St buffer 
planting

Raised curb 
(planting 
areas only)
Compacted 
topsoil to 
prevent 
settling

S.S. L-bracket edging; staked

6” open-graded 
base course

Structural soil

Walker Street Canal Street

Silva cells

4” crushed gravel base

High-quality planting soil Undisturbed sub-grade
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT: BOSQUE
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT: BOSQUE

Perspective: Crossing Walker St
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT: BOSQUE

View 2: looking east at digital screenView 1: looking west at bosque/permeable pavement

1

2
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT: BOSQUE

View 1: Crossing Canal Street View 2: Crossing Baxter Street

1

2
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: DIGITAL INFORMATION KIOSK
STRUCTURE

Screen A (Radius: 8’-5”)

Precedent: LED Video Walls/Digital Screens

6’

17’
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: DIGITAL INFORMATION KIOSK
STRUCTURE - CONFIGURATIONS
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: DIGITAL INFORMATION KIOSK
CONCEPTUAL CONTENT: SPONSORSHIP

•	 Provides funds for maintaining digital display 
structure and public space amenities 

•	 Opportunity for a main “title” sponsor of the 
entire structure 

•	 Rotating digital display allowing additional 
sponsors at varying pricing tiers or for specific 
events/exhibits 

•	 No advertising permitted; sponsorship limited 
to 10% of total screen surface area
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: DIGITAL INFORMATION KIOSK
CONCEPTUAL CONTENT: INFORMATION KIOSK/WAYFINDING

•	 A/V and touchscreen capabilities 
facilitating 24/7 direct information 
exchange 

•	 Up-to-the-minute announcements of 
neighborhood services and events 

•	 Pedestrian wayfinding (WalkNYC) and 
GPS navigation tools
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: DIGITAL INFORMATION KIOSK
CONCEPTUAL CONTENT: ART/CULTURE/HISTORIC

•	 Neighborhood and tourist attraction through 
video-based artwork 

•	 A/V and touchscreen capabilities engaging 
residents, visitors and cultural institutions 

•	 Digital programming focused on history, 
storytelling and current events
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: PERMEABLE PAVEMENT

Four Freedoms Park, Roosevelt Island

Silva Cells Install Structural Soil Install

Permeable bonded-
aggregate paving 
material; color TBD

Loam soil to 
support plant 
growth

Proposed 
1’ high curbExisting 

curb

Suspended paving system; 
supports paving and provides 

high-quality soil for plant growth
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: LIGHTING & UTILITIES

Support pole w/ mounted 
electrical load center (meter 
and main power distribution for 
digital kiosk and lighting)

Catenary lighting support 
pole (typ.); 5 in total

Catenary cable system and lighting; designed 
to accommodate string lighting, heavier 
lanterns or temporary artwork

Standard S1 
pole w/ walk 

signal and APS
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: LIGHTING & UTILITIES

© 2018   COPYRIGHT BILLINGSJACKSON DESIGN 6

Electrical Load Center - Meter Cabinets Mounted to Pole
LAMPHOLDER

POWER CORD

SUPPORT CABLE

LAMPS

DIMMING

VOLTAGE

ACCESSORIES

PHOTOMETRY

CERTIFICATION

Black phenolic, medium base UL weatherproof with hook for optional mounting.

12/2 G. Black flexible duplex cable, UV rated for extended outdoor use.

3/32” SS aircraft catenary cable supports the system, 980# test. Heavier cable available.

Wet location rated LED and incandescent medium base A, G or S style lamps.

Dimmable to 10% with ELV trailing edge type dimmers.

120V system (1920 watts max load). No driver or transformer required.

Optional brass, aluminum and acrylic shades. Consult factory for custom shades.

Bare lamp and shielded “BUG” rated .IES files available.

ETL listed for permenant damp or wet installations.

PART NUMBER

LENGTH

SPECIFY

SPECIFICATIONS

S U S P E N D E D  D E C O R A T I V E  S T R I N G L I G H T  S Y S T E M S

PROJECT:

TYPE:

SPACING

(OTHER, SPECIFY)

12”O/C

18”O/C

24”O/C

36”O/C

48”O/C

12

18

24

36

48

WIRE

AIRCRAFT CABLE

SOCKET HOOK

TIE WRAP

SOCKET

1   ”8  5

1   ”8  7

”4  3

SOCKET, WIRE & CABLE DETAILS

Decostrings are a perfect accent lighting solution to add a personal ambience to patios, courtyards, atriums, restaurants, 
amusement parks and any open area. The “festoon” lighting system is typically strung between two anchorage points with 
optional intermediary support and electrically fed from one end. The sockets can be either symmetrically spaced or randomly 
spaced to suit the application. Optional shades, guards and lenses complete the architectual design.

2001431

SERIES

DAMP

WET

DSD

DSW

VOLTS

120V120

SHADE-FINISH

OPTIONAL

SELECT FROM

PAGE 4 & 5
OR

LEAVE BLANK

LAMP

SELECT
FROM
LAMP

PAGE 3

DECOSTRING SERIES
LED / INCANDESCENT

P2

MADE IN THE USA

3570 LEXINGTON AVE. EL MONTE, CA 91731   •   PH. 626.442.4600   •   primuslighting.com V–9
11/20

L I G H T I N G

13SINGLE CABLE CATENARY

22

2019

21

12

www.ronstantensilearch.comRONSTAN CATENARY LIGHTING & STRUCTURES FOR THE PUBLIC REALM

Designer URBIS
Lighting Structures WEBB AUSTRALIA

Client/Owner BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL

Brisbane Chinatown
Brisbane, Australia

Key requirements of the Chinatown Mall catenary design were to reduce clutter on the ground plane of the mall, 

to improve sight lines, and most importantly, to significantly increase after hours pedestrian safety. The desired 

outcome called for a minimal number of light poles to achieve even and code compliant lighting levels site wide, 

as well as a dynamic ornamental coloured lighting display. A catenary system was seen as the best option to 

achieve this and Ronstan was engaged to design and deliver. Custom made light fittings were designed by a 

Brisbane based Chinese artist, Catherine Chui, to embrace and reflect elements of Chinese culture. The fittings 

combine both partially concealed down lights, providing code lighting and colour changing LED ornamental 

lighting that serves to enliven the entire space at night. Uneven numbers of fittings were required for each string 

of lights to ensure good feng shui was maintained. 

Paul Hardyman, Urbis

SINGLE CABLE CATENARY

18
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: PLANTING
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

DETAILS: PLANTING

Andropogon virginicus

Deschampsia cespitosa

Schizachyrium scoparium

Solidago canadensis ‘Baby Gold’

Rudbeckia fulgida ‘Little goldstar’

Echinacea purpurea 

Cornus sericea ‘Kelsyi’

Itea virginica ‘Little Henry’

Rhus aromatica ‘gro-lo’

Ginkgo biloba ‘Fastigiata’

Prunus sargentii ‘Columnaris’
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

PROGRAMMING

Tour Group Meet-up (15-20 people)

Temporary Art Sculpture Displays Lanterns (catenary) Tabling (5-10 people)

Small Performance (30-40 people)
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONSTRUCTION PHASING: EXISTING CONDITION
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONSTRUCTION PHASING: PHASE 1
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONSTRUCTION PHASING: PHASE 1 - CIRCULATION

SUBWAY
SOHO

LITTLE ITALY
NOLITA
SOHO

COLUMBUS PARK
CIVIC CENTER

COLUMBUS PARK
CIVIC CENTER

MANHATTAN BRIDGE
LES
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONSTRUCTION PHASING: PHASE 1
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONSTRUCTION PHASING: PHASE 1
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONSTRUCTION PHASING: PHASE 1
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONSTRUCTION PHASING: PHASE 2
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

BOSQUE



2
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

APPENDIX

PREVIOUS CONCEPTS FROM 
DECEMBER 2ND STAKEHOLDER MEETING &
DECEMBER 14TH PDC HEARING
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN OPTIONS

PROCESSION

Flexible/programmable space

Legend

Buffer Zone

Existing Tree

Existing Kiosk

BOSQUE

•	 Preserve existing trees
•	 Planted buffer that could include interpretive 

signage, history, or other programming
•	 Existing trees are preserved, but create a 

space for gathering and circulation
•	 Large programmable space now afforded 

with the removal of the kiosk

KIOSK

•	 Preserve existing kiosk
•	 Buffer integrated with existing kiosk creates 

a respite from busy Canal Street
•	 Multiple flexible/programmable spaces 

created while improving circulation
•	 Preserve existing kiosk to provide 

information and other community services

•	 Clear the triangle
•	 Larger buffer afforded with the removal of 

the trees and kiosk. Can include interpretive 
signage, history, or other programming

•	 Large flexible/programmable space 
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPT DESIGN: KIOSK

Integrate planting with kiosk
Existing kiosk wrapped with resin panels

Planted Canal Street buffer

Fixed seatingFlexible program
area

9’

10
.25

’

Walker Street

Canal StreetBa
xte

r S
tre

et Community storyboard with 
narratives, images, etc.
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPT DESIGN: KIOSK

RENDERING
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPT DESIGN: BOSQUE

Existing gingko tree bosque 
with permeable decomposed 
granite

Fixed seating

Planted Canal Street buffer 
with flowering trees

Community storyboard with 
narratives, images, etc.

Flexible program area

Walker Street

Canal StreetBa
xte

r S
tre

et

8’ 
TY

P.

4’

7.5
’

18
”
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPT DESIGN: BOSQUE
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPT DESIGN: PROCESSION

Flexible program areas

Canal Street buffer with trees 
and vegetation

Resin screen solid panels 
with text and images and 
slatted panels.

Wide bleacher style 
seating

Walker Street

Canal Street

Ba
xte

r S
tre

et

8’

7.2
5’

9.5
’

9.5
’

18
”

Pedestrian Walk Signal
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPT DESIGN: PROCESSION
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CANAL STREET TRIANGLE

CONCEPT DESIGN OPTIONS KIOSK

BOSQUE

PROCESSION

Circulation
Facilitate and optimize east-west pedestrian flow through 
the site to afford better circulation and movement and to 
create a sense of gateway procession.

Planted Buffer
Provide a buffer along Canal Street integrating trees, 
vegetation, seating and structures to safeguard users from 
the traffic and noise along Canal Street.

Flexible/Programmable Areas
Inscribe gathering spaces that afford space for community 
demonstrations and programming.

Cultural Identity/Space of Exchange
Establish a framework to storyboard the complex cultural 
history of the neighborhood, focusing on the pride and 
contributions of American-Chinese who have forged 
Manhattan’s Chinatown.


