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Boulevard of African Monarchs 
2020, Aluminum & Shoe Polish, 10’ x 10’ x 15’ 
 
Exhibition: September 2020 - December 2021 
116th Street & Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Blvd, Harlem, NY 
Presented by The Marcus Garvey Park Alliance & NYC DOT ART Community Commission 
   
Boulevard of African Monarchs connects Harlem, a hub of African excellence in America, to 
Tiebele, Burkina Faso, royal court of the Kassena people. The work reproduces house paintings 
by women artists, a tradition in Tiebele that predates the triangular transatlantic slave trade. The 
sculpture transforms marks into freestanding shapes that BREATHE. 
  
Boulevard of African Monarchs is dedicated in loving memory to Emmett Till, Tanisha Anderson, 
Trayvon Martin, Sandra Bland, Eric Garner, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and many thousands 
more who have been lynched in America. 
  
Boulevard of African Monarchs is the first sculpture in the Sankofa_ project. Each site-specific 
work is inspired by “Sankofa” a word in the Twi language that means “go back and get it”. The 
works celebrate Africans and their diaspora, proclaiming Black Lives Matter in three 
dimensions. Sankofa_ honors, in monumental form, Black Beauty, free in the public square. 
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          Boulevard of African Monarchs, 10’ x 10’ x 15’, 2020, Aluminum plate & Shoe polish, 116th Street & Adam Clayton Boulevard 
 
  



Abolitionist Place: True North, Every Negro is a Star and Conductors 

Kenseth Armstead  |  NYCEDC  |  Conceptual Proposal  |  Public Design Commission of New York City  |  05.20.24  |  Page 5 of 46 

 

 
 

              Boulevard of African Monarchs, 10’ x 10’ x 15’, 2020, Aluminum plate & Shoe polish, 116th Street & Adam Clayton Boulevard 
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         Boulevard of African Monarchs, 10’ x 10’ x 15’, 2020, Aluminum plate & Shoe polish, 116th Street & Adam Clayton Boulevard 
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Washington 20/20/20 
2018, Perforated Steel, Angle Iron, Wood, Enamel Paint, Tar & Feathers, 12’ x 12’ x 8’ 
 
Exhibition: August 20th - October 30th 2018 
George Washington Monument, Union Square, South Plaza 
Presented by the NYC Parks’ Art in the Parks program & Union Square Partnership 
  
Washington 20/20/20 was installed at the 14th Street plaza in Union Square Park. The sculptural form was 
composed as a companion to the first sculpture on New York City park land, the George Washington Statue. 
The design of the work was taken from the elaborate frescoes of Tiebele, Burkina Faso, the royal court of 
the Kassena people, where every home is hand-painted. Washington 20/20/20 transformed the two-
dimensional marks into translucent perforated steel forms on a two-ton angle iron steel frame. 
  
Washington 20/20/20 was an African architectural adornment to the solid granite base of the existing park 
monument. The work referenced the 20% of the colonial population that were enslaved Africans; the 20,000 
slaves in New York State in 1776 when Washington retreated from New York City; and the 20% of 
Washington’s continental army that was African at Yorktown, Virginia, where he was able to defeat the British 
in 1781. 
  
Washington 20/20/20 was a part of the series Farther Land. These works explored the African-American 
experience inside the American Revolution. The series responds to the age of revolution and the founders’ 
declaration that “all men are created equal” with irony and suggestive formal content. 
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              Washington 20/20/20, 2018, Perforated Steel, Angle Iron, Wood, Enamel Paint, Tar & Feathers, 12’ x 12’ x 8’ 
              Site Specific Installation at Union Square, Manhattan, NY (alteration to the granite pedestal of the George Washington Equestrian statue) 
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Master Work: Slaves of New York 1776 
2018, Wood, Bees Wax, Encaustic, Perforated Steel, Tar & Feathers, 10’ x 50’ x 12’ 
 
Exhibition: January 17th – February 25th, 2018 
BRIC House, Brooklyn, NY 
  
Master Work: Slaves of New York 1776 filled BRIC’s Project Room with twenty thousand duck 
feathers, one for each enslaved African in the colony of New York at the time of the American 
Revolution. The project was commissioned by the inaugural BRIC ArtFP program. 
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  Master Work: Slaves of New York 1776, 10’ x 50’ x 12’, Wood, Bees Wax, Encaustic, Perforated Steel, Tar & Feathers, 2018 
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Master Work: Astoria Houses, Building 24 
2015, Stainless Steel, Angle Iron, Tar & Feathers, 20' x 40' x 40' 
 
Exhibition: September 27th, 2015 – March 13th 2016  
Socrates Sculpture Park, Queens, NYC 
 
Master Work: Astoria Houses, Building 24 was a site-specific installation at Socrates Sculpture 
Park 09.27.15 - 03.13.16. The installation mapped the footprint of a single tower of NYCHA's 
Astoria Houses. The public housing complex, home to over 3,100 individuals, is located just north 
of Socrates Sculpture Park. Composed of stainless steel tubing and mixed media, the installation 
marked the outline of the building’s form at roughly two-fifths scale. Unlike an imposing tower of 
solid brick and mortar, Armstead’s idealized Building 24 was minimal and porous, allowing light, 
visitors, and the landscape to filter through the structure in an active, inviting manner. 
  
Master Work was a work in the series called Farther Land. The works are puzzles, persistently 
enigmatic objects, that reflect on the legacy of the founders’ high ideals and the penalty for 
deviation from them. The series responds to the age of revolution and the slave owning founders’ 
declaration that “all men are created equal” with matching irony and suggestive material content. 
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 Master Work: Astoria Houses, Building 24, 20' x 40' x 40', Stainless Steel, Angle Iron, Tar & Feathers, 2015-2016 
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Heresy / Hearsay 
2014, Aluminum, Tar & feathers, 25’ x 50’x 50’ 
 
Exhibition: September 27th, 2015 – March 13th 2016  
Olana State Historic Site, Hudson NY 
 
Site Specific Installation at Olana State Historic Site, Hudson NY, Heresy / Hearsay was the first 
sculpture to be exhibited from the Farther Land series of work. The sculpture presented a series 
of open doorways to look upon the landscape. It was inspired by the notion of the American 
dream as articulated by the founders and the development of manifest destiny.  
 
Heresy / Hearsay offers a site specific, tongue-in-cheek, upside-down pyramid as an architectural 
folly. It was a critique of both the idealistic consumption and reshaping of the environment and the 
transformation of formerly native lands into the utopia that are these United States of America. 
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 Heresy / Hearsay, 25’ x 50’ x 50’, Aluminum, Tar & Feathers, 2014 
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TRUE NORTH and Conductors: Prioritized Objectives: 
 
 

Transatlantic Slave Trade • Abolitionism • Self-Liberation • Underground Railroad 
 
 
 
 

Compelling Vision 
 

- Offer a unique on-site experience celebrating freedom 
- Offer space to connect emotionally to the legacy, bravery 

& humanity of enslaved Africans seeking self-liberation 

Clear Context 
 

- Reflect upon the scope and scale of slavery in Brooklyn, 
Brooklyn based abolitionists & the Underground Railroad  

 

 
New Ideas 

 
- Balance information transfer and emotional connection 
- Offer a space to celebrate & contemplate Brooklynites 

seeking freedom 

 
Lasting Transfer 
 

- Transfer knowledge about the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 
Underground Railroad and Abolitionism that extends the site 
beyond the scope of visitation 
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Abolitionist Place Commission: True North, Every Negro is a Star and Conductors 
	

	

	 One hundred million Africans were abducted over the four hundred years of the Transatlantic Slave Trade. Less than thirty 
million survived the journey. One hundred thousand Africans escaped via the Underground Railroad. True North, Every Negro 
is a Star connects us to these stark facts with a physical reminder, a point of light, for each of these lives. True North provides 
an immersive leap into the point of view of the African. Facing the night sky, the observer is transformed from passive to 
active participant searching for freedom in nature’s celestial map. 
 
Conductors presents images of some figures in the African diaspora that assisted the formerly enslaved achieve self-
liberation. These works allow viewers to engage the abolitionist, face to face, on a human scale. 
 
Natural Freedom: 
The principal element of the Underground Railroad is the ability to chart a path North. Being able to find the North Star could 
literally produce freedom. The North Star would always safely direct the passenger. Abolitionists, conductors and 
sympathizers at safe houses, regardless of the education level of the passenger, could impart the unchanging position of this 
star. The recipient would forever be empowered and able to enlighten others. Like oxygen, food or sunshine, the night sky 
was a natural resource that enhanced the human condition. True North reminds us that the abolitionist goal to educate and 
uplift, to ensure African participation in a democratic society, could be seen to start with the North Star. 
 
Underground Railroad, Freedom Science Non-Fiction: 
Traveling by rail in the nineteenth century was an adventure in a time machine. Train routes took hours instead of days and 
days instead of weeks for travel that was difficult at best by foot, horse or carriage. The futuristic slick steel roads made the 
seemingly impossible commonplace. The enslaved or abolitionist who uttered the words Underground Railroad instilled 
confidence in the route to freedom in the North. Trains magically brought every desired location closer. 
 
True North, Every Negro is a Star & Conductors are symbols of Freedom for Brooklyn: 
True North presents a symbol that folds the night sky, social justice in Brooklyn, abolitionism and the Underground Railroad 
into an immersive experience. The retro-futuristic steel body combines historic Brooklyn swagger, freedom, education, 
science, technology and the natural world. We actively visualize the enslaved in Brooklyn’s past, in a story of redemption and 
change. Through Conductors, were brought face to face with abolitionists. We admire their bravery and composure in the 
face of the hatred of a racist society. We also reflect upon the contradictory legacy of Brooklyn as New York’s slave capital 
and its role as the first, in New York, to outlaw the practice.	
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Following the logic of Abolitionists and self-liberating Africans we are joining these two elements. 
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True North: Every Negro is a Star, 16’ x 33’ x 33’, Perforated stainless steel and etched patina, 2025 
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True North: Every Negro is a Star, 16’ x 33’ x 33’, Perforated stainless steel and etched patina, 2025 
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True North: Every Negro is a Star, 16’ x 33’ x 33’, Perforated stainless steel and etched patina, 2025 (inside the dome) 
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True North: Every Negro is a Star, 16’ x 33’ x 33’, Perforated stainless steel and etched patina, 2025 (view of the Akrafokonmu dome design) 
Conductors, 4 works, Each 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025  
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         True North: Every Negro is a Star, 16’ x 33’ x 33’, Perforated stainless steel and etched patina, 2025 (Akrafokonmu dome) 
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         True North: Every Negro is a Star, 16’ x 33’ x 33’, Perforated stainless steel and etched patina, 2025 (Akrafokonmu dome)  
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Conductors, (North Facing), 4 works, Each 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 
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  Conductors, (South Facing), 4 works, Each 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 
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Conductors: Mary Lyons, 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 (North East Corner) 
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Conductors: Mary Lyons, 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 (North East Corner) 
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Conductors: Willis A. Hodges, 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 (South East Corner) 
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Conductors: Willis A. Hodges, 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 (South East Corner) 
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Conductors: James (N) Gloucester, 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 (North West Corner)  

 



Abolitionist Place: True North, Every Negro is a Star and Conductors 

Kenseth Armstead  |  NYCEDC  |  Conceptual Proposal  |  Public Design Commission of New York City  |  05.20.24  |  Page 36 of 46 

 

 
 
Conductors: James (N) Gloucester, 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 (North West Corner)  
 
Gloucester lived at this intersection. So, naturally, his marker would be placed here. 
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Conductors: Truesdells, 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 (South West Corner) 
 
The Truesdells lived at 227 Duffield adjacent to their marker. 
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Conductors: Truesdells, 7’ x 2’ x 2”, Embossed, etched & perforated Steel, 2025 (South West Corner) 
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Structure & Engineering 
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Thank You. 
 
 

Architecture Consulting: Work AC: Amale Andraos & Dan Wood 
3D Model Development: Work AC: Rondela Spooner 

Structural Engineering: HGT Engineering: Hermona Tamrat 
Astrophysics: Hayden Planetarium: Brian Abbott 

 
 
 
 

NYC Department of Cutural Affairs: Percent for Art Program, NYC Economic Development Corporation, Downtown Brooklyn Partnenrship, LiRo & Hargreaves Jones  
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Thank you for your time and attention. 


